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Proposals to revise the ASPO constitution to 
bring it more in line with the current size and com- 
position of the Society's membership, to define more 
clearly the various classes of membership, and to 
increase membership benefits have been under discus- 
sion by the ASPO Board of Directors at its semi- 
annual meetings for a long period of time. 

At a meeting held last May 18, several amend- 
meats to the Constitution were adopted. In accardance 
with Section XII of the Constitution, the amendments 
were put into immediate effect, but will be reported 
at the next meeting of the members of the Society 
to be neld in San Francisco, March 19, 1957. At 
that time the action of the board may be affirmed 
or disapproved by a vote of the majority of the 
members present at the meeting. A copy of the amend- 
ments will be circulated to all members in advance 
of the annual meeting. 


Constitutional Changes 

Several of the amendments are minor. For ex- 
ample, the number of active members that constitute 
&@ quorum to do business at a meeting of members 
was changed from 25 to 100; 30 days notice of the 
time, place, and purpose of all meetings is now 
required instead of five days notice. 

The most important change is the extension of 
active membership to unofficial planning bodies 
primarily engaged, on a non-profit basis, in the 
field of land or commmity planning; and to faculty 
of a college or university granting a degree in 
land or commmity planning. Active membership, which 
includes voting rights, has been open only to persons 
holding a position on a public planning body or oc- 
cupying a public planning office. 





Membership Benefits 

Three important new membership benefits have 
been established by the Board of Directors: 

(1) There will be a difference in registration 
fees between members and nonmembers at the ASPO 
énnual planning conferences. The registration fee 
for ASPO members will remain at $5, but the fee for 
nonmembers will be $10. The fee for students will 
remin at $2. The policy of a differential registra- 
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tion fee was adopted by the Board prior to the 
Montreal meeting, but it was decided to postpone 
the effective date until 1957. "Members" include 
active, associate, and student members. 

(2) The list of planning positions available, 
which, since January 1955, has been issued as a 
supplement to the Newsletter, will be issued twice 
monthly as a separate ASPO publication. It will be 
sent to members only, with the exception that one 
copy of each issue wili be mailed to PLANNING ADVISORY 
SERVICE subscribers. 

The change to a semimonthly listing of posi- 
tions available will be made sometime this fall, at 
which time a charge will be instituted for advertise- 
ments. Details regarding the charges will be an- 
nounced in the Newsletter in the near future. 

(3) Special reports on ASPO activities and 
on important developments affecting planning will 
be issued periodically to’ASPO members. 


Planning Advisory Service 


The Board of Directors, in clarifying the status 
of PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE subscribers, has empha- 
sized that PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE is a special 
subscription service. However, the following member- 
ship privileges have been granted: 

A planning body (any official board, commission, 
authority, or other governmental unit, department, 
or agency, whether national, state, regional, or 
local, and in addition any unofficial planning body 
that is primarily engaged, on a nonprofit basis, in 
the field of land or commmnity planning), is entitled 
to designate one of its members as a member of ASPO. 

No membership privileges are granted by virtue 


of a PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE subscription, except 
as_ stated above. The perso who is to receive men- 


bership privileges is to be designated by the plan- 
ning body and may be an officer, member, staff 
member, technician, or consultant of the planning 
body. The person designated will be issued a member- 
ship card for the current year and will be entitled 
to all the privileges of active membership in ASPO, 
including voting rights. A memorandum has been sent 
to PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE subscribers explaining 
this policy. 
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New Castle, New York, in Westchester County, 
has passed a law that permits the construction 
of only 40 new houses in the unincorporated parts 
of the town during 1956 and 100 in 1957. The law 
provides that when any residential district outgrows 
its schools, trunk sewers, storm drains, roads, 
water mains, and other public facilities, the town 
board is to ration building permits in the district. 
No more are to be issued than the annual average in 
the last six years. Top priority for permits will 
go to private owners, second to builders of four or 
five houses a year, and last to large speculative 
builders. 





A new housing code for Chicago was passed in June 
by a 47 to 1 vote of the city council. Previously the 
city had many of the minimm housing standards "on the 
books" but this is the first time they have been 
codified. The new code tightens requirements on 
tenants and landlords. 


A three-year study designed to forecast the pop- 
ulation picture in the New York metropolitan area 25 
years hence was started this summer. A staff from 
Harvard University's Graduate School of Public Admin- 
istration will carry it out through an arrangement 
with the Regional Plan Association. It is hoped that 
the study, embracing the entire New York-New Jersey- 
Connecticut metropolitan area, will play a key role in 
expansion plans for public utilities. Financing is 
from the Rockefeller Fund and the Ford Foundation. 


Motor vehicle registrations for 1955 are up 
7.2 per cent over 1954, the Department of Commerce 
has announced. The 1955 figure is 62,760,395, or 
4,197,145 more than for 1954. Registrations are 
now more than double the 1945 figure. 








MONKEYING AROUND WITH ZOOS? 


The first zoo was opened several thousand years 
ago -- before the world was beset by urban traffic, 
parking, noise, and congestion problems. 

Today, the loca- 
tion of zoos and aquar- 
iums in or near a city 
requires planning on a 
long-term basis, if they 
are to serve the com- 
munity as educational 
and recreational facil- 
ities, be convenient, 
and at the same time not 
disturb near-by resi- 
dents. The July PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Informa- 
tion Report (No. 88), Zoos and Aquariums, reports 
on current zoo and aquarium planning techniques 
and points up the planning problems to be solved. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE is available from 
ASPO on an annual subscription basis, rates for which 
will be given upon request. 
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THE 84TH CONGRESS 


Highways 

The biggest public construction program ip 
the history of the country -- totaling almost $3 
billion -- was initiated in late Jume when Congresgg 
approved the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1956. 

It is expected that the program will be co. 
pleted in 13 years, by which time 90 per cent of the 
nation's cities of more than 50,000 population wil] 
be linked by a 41,000-mile interstate system of high. 
ways. In addition, the law authorizes federal aij 
for primary, secondary, and urban roads. 

For the interstate system, the federal govern- 
ment will put up about $25 million to purchage 
rights-of-way and for construction. It is to be 
distributed during the first three years on the basis 
of a formula that takes into account population, 
land area, and mileage of roads. After that, dis. 
tribution of funds will be according to needs, basej 
on the per cent of uncompleted interstate roads 
within each state. Federal funds will make up 
per cent of the total cost in each state; state. 
local funds will make up the other 10 per cent 
(about $2 billion). 

Federal funds for the primary, secondary, ani 
urban systems in the next three years will total 
$2.550 billio. After 1959, Congress will determine 
the amount every two years. Federal funds will be 
matched by state-local funds on a 50-50 basis. 

The law also provides authorization for th 
federal government to reimburse states for the cost 
of relocating utilities in the same proportion that 
federal money is used on the project involved -- 
90-10 for interstate roads and 50-50 for others, 


Sewage Treatment 

Cities can receive federal aid for sewage 
treatment plant construction under a law passed by 
Congress in June. The law authorizes $50 millia 
for the first year of the ten-year program. Federal 
grants will be made on the basis of 30 per cent of 
costs, up to a limit of $250,000 for any one project. 
Local funds must make up the other 70 per cent. 


Planning-Renewal 
The Housing Act of 1956, as passed, failed to 
include a provision for funds to assist in planning 


and housing education. Such a proposal had been made 
when housing legislation was first introduced (see 
Merch Newsletter, page 18). Nor were additional funis 
for planning assistance to small cities and metro- 
politan areas included (April Newsletter, page 26). 

For the urban renewal program, the law author- 
izes the federal government to pay up to $100 tos 
family and $2,000 to a business forced to relocate 
because of & renewal project. It also authorizes 
urban renewal assistance to communities declared by 
the President to be major disaster areas, without 
regard to the usual requirements. 

Public housing provisions include an authoriza- 
tim for 35,000 units a year for two years. However, 
in order to qualify for any of the units, a community 
must first have an approved workable program. 

The revolving fund for college housing was 
increased from $500 million to $750 million. 
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THE UNECONOMICS OF URBAN SPRAWL 


The need to guard against development of un- 
economic subdivisions and "urban sprawl" areas -- 
and to plan for public facilities on a long-range 
pasis -- have been highlighted in two recent plan- 
ning agency reports. 

Urban sprawl " - creates third-rate com- 
mnities, squanders money, wastes land, and sows 
innumerable problems for the .future," says the Lower 
Mainland Regional Planning Board of British Col- 
umbia in a report of the problem in that area. 

The planning board's study, Urban Sprawl (see 
June Newsletter, page 48), defines "sprawl" as 
scettered building consisting of "ribbon developments, 
subdivisions that do not sell, or indiscriminate 
mixtures of dwellings on small lots in rural areas." 
Density is between 0.3 and 3.5 people an acre. 
Bona fide small holdings, which are farmed on a 
full-time or part-time basis are not included in 
the definition. 

Specifically, the board found these faults in 
sprawl areas: 

They have too few people on each acre to provide 
adequate schools, shopping facilities, and bus ser- 
vice. The family with two cars gets along, but 
others are isolated or have to walk long distances. 

They are "deficit areas," paying less in taxes 
than they receive in roads, ditches, water mins, 
sewers, power and gas lines, and other municipal 
services. 

They result in "wanton" destruction of land. 
"In the waves of speculative subdivision which 
accompany sprawl, many more building lots and sml1l 
holdings are created than can possibly be absorbed 
by the market within a reasonable period. ... It 
results in premature development which will not 
‘grow up' for many years, by which time its scat- 
tered buildings may be old and run-down and the 
whole area low in desirability and value." 

The board says that conditions in sprawl areas 
will not remedy themselves with time as the areas 
are built up. It recommends instead that cities: 

1 -- Zone for residential areas of realistic 
size -- big enough to take care of expansion for 
about five years at & population density that can 
support services. 

2 -- Concentrate their plans for schools, parks, 
and other public works so that fully serviced, 
economical areas are created, rather than spread out 
areas of minimum services. 

3 -- Undertake planning as a regular part of 
their government. 

4 -- Enforce adequate standards of construction 
to prevent the erectiam of basically under par build- 
ings that will inevitably have low values. 

The chart right, taken from the Baton Rouge 
City-Parish Planning Commission's annual report for 
1955, shows the rate of new lot absorption in a 
"sample" subdivision over a six-year period. It 
points up the lag between lot development and actual 
building and is also a key to present and future 
school and park needs. 

Sounding a note of caution, the report says: 
"In new parish /county/ subdivisions two new lots 
are being created for each house constructed. In 
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the city, two houses are constructed for each new 
lot created. This trend could lead to disaster for 
some developers in the parish. . .. The basic need 
in Baton Rouge is more city lots and apartment house 
construction for better use of present public fac- 
ilities -- schools, parks, major streets and fire 
and police protection. 

"It is less expensive to add to present fac- 
ilities in built up areas than to build new ones in 
sparsely populated areas," the report points out. 
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NOISE ABATEMENT SYMPOSIUM 


The seventh annual National Noise Abatement 
Symposium will be held October 11 and 12 at the 
Sherman Hotel in Chicago. The program of 14 papers 
will cover three principal subjects: quieting 
machinery, hearing loss problems, and quieting a 
noisy environment. 

The registration fee is $15, which covers 
the technical sessions, two luncheons, and a copy 
of the magazine in which all the papers will be 
published. 

Sponsors of the symposium are the American 
Society of Planning Officials, Armour Research 
Foundation, Acoustical Society of America, American 
Society of Safety Ingineers, National Noise Abate- 
ment Council, American Industrial Hygiene Associ- 
ation, and the Acoustical Materials Associaticn. 
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THE CENTRAL AREA 








SPECIAL MENTION 


GRADY CLAY, real estate editor of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and frequent writer on city planning 
problems, received honorable mention in the American 
Institute of Architects' journalism awards competition 
for an article, "No Mare Chinese Walls in Louisville," 


published in Arts in Louisville. 


FERD KRAMER, Chicago realtor and mortgage banker, 
retired in May after 13 years as president of the 
Metropolitan Housing and Planning Council of Chicago. 
Local civic leaders and the local and national press 
lauded him for his years of service, crediting him 
with having done more than any other Chicagoan to 
awaken the city to the ills of blight and bad housing. 
Mr. Kramer continues as a member of the board and 
of the executive committee of the citizen group. 
He is a former treasurer and board director of ASPO. 





F. J. OSBORN, chairman of executive, Town and Country 
Planning Association of England, has been knighted 
in recognition of his services to the plaming field. 


CLARENCE E. RIDLEY, who for 27 years had been execu- 
tive director of the International City Managers' 
Association, retired July 1. He is succeeded by 
ORIN F. NOLTING, who had been assistant director of 
ICMA during all of Mr. Ridley's directorship. 


RUSSELL VAN NEST BLACK, planning consultant, has been 
given a Progressive Architecture design award for 
his work on Salhaven Health and Welfare Village, 
Palm Beach, Florida. 
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“TOMORROW” IN DETROIT 


An idea of how Detroit could look 25 years 
from now, if principles of modern city planning are 
applied to the whole city, has been put into visua] 
form for visitors to a "Detroit Tomorrow" exhibit, 

The exhibit, concerned with the redevelopment 
of downtown Detroit, was prepared by the J. I, 
Hudson Company, as a part of its 75th anniversary 
celebration, with the cooperation of the Detroit 
City Planning Department. 

The drawing left outlines the principle lan 
uses proposed for the central area and the areas 
lying immediately east and west of the centra] 
business district. The whole area includes about 
2,500 acres, some 800 of which are in the central] 
business district. 

The fact that more than 500 of the 800 acres 
in the central district are presently unbuilt upg 
spells an opportunity to recreate an open pattem 
with long vistas, malls, pedestrian plazas, park. 
like settings for new buildings, and wide avenues 
and boulevards that will link the business district 
to other key features of the area -- the civic 
center, cultural center, medical center, and majo 
residential neighborhoods -- the planning depart- 
ment points out. 

The plan presented in the drawing involves 
three elements: (1) projects under construction, 
such as the civic center; (2) projects approved ani 
soon to go into construction, such as the Gratiot 
redevelopment area; and (3) ideas that may be in- 
corporated into official plans. 

The expressway system, part of which is nearing 
completion, will form the general boundaries of the 
area. It will be linked to the central business 
district by interior loop streets. Consideratia 
is also being given to a transit system connecte 
by @ system of pedestrian ways. Within the central 
business district, a connecting system of pedestria 
ways, with a minimum of street intersections, is 
proposed. Where it is necessary to cross mjqa 
thoroughfares, crossings would be elevated or de- 
pressed. Truck service to the downtown area wouli 
be by means of existing alleys and new undergrowi 
service courts, eliminating curb servicing to stores, 


CANADIAN FELLOWSHIPS 


Twenty fellowships and bursaries to assist 
students studying community planning and housing 
will be awarded by the Central Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation of Canada for the 1956-1957 academic 
year. 

Available are: (1) two senior fellowships for 
those with professional and practical experience in 
housing and residential development; (2) 15 fellov- 


Ships of $1,200 each for graduates of recognizei 


universities in the social sciences, architecture, 
or civil engineering for plaming study; and (3) three 
bursaries of $800 each for graduate students under- 
taking special studies of housing or urban develop- 
ment other than in planning courses. 

Further informition is available from the chair- 
mn of the Advisory Group, Development Divisia, 
Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation, Ottawa. 


ASPO Newsletter 





VANI 


Park $ 
their 
R. Mc 
ocean 
soon 

study 

that | 
the Gu 
over | 
shore 
miles, 
T 
devel 
Furth: 
so act 
terre! 
roads 
while 
4 
cent ¢ 
poses 
It fo 
beach, 
are i 
pectic 
7 
bathi: 
shelte 
be mad 

























































VANISHING SHORE LINE STUDIED 































Acting on & recommendation of the National 


Park Service that states own and operate a part of 


their coast line for public use, Governor Theodore 


R. McKeldin of Maryland in July said one mile of 


ocean frontage in that state would be reacquired 
soon for @ public recreation site. 

The National Park Service, after a two-year 
study of the shore line picture, recently pointed out 
that the seashore from Maine south and west along 
the Gulf of Mexico had almost completely been taken 
over by private interests. Of the 3,700 miles of 
shore line in 18 states that were studied, only 240 
miles, or per cent, are for public recreation use. 

The study showed that the real boom in coastal 
development began after the end of World War II. 
furthermore, the market for seashore property is 
so active that inaccessibility is no longer a4 de- 
terrent. Isolated islands are being subdivided, 
roads and streets constructed, and buyers found 
while the islands can still be reached only by boat. 

The park service has recommended that 15 per 
cent of the coast lands be owned publicly for pur- 
poses of recreation, conservation, and wildlife. 
It found 54 areas, containing about 640 miles of 
peach, suitable for acquisition. Six of the areas 
are in Texas, another 18 in the densly populated 
section between Massachusetts and Delaware. 

The Marylend coast line park plans call for 4 
bathing area, sanitary facilities, a few smll 
shelters, and access roads. An attempt will also 
be made to buy an adjacent 128-acre plot. 





USE AND AREA VARIANCES 


The appellate division of the supreme 
court of New York has handed down an important 
decision, which, if it stands, will affect the 
future course of zoning practice in that state. 
The court said that there is a difference between 
&@ use variance and an area variance, and that a 
change of area may be granted on the ground of 
practical difficulties alone, without cosidering 
whether there is unnecessary hardship. In this 
particular case, the hardship involved the fi- 
nancial return on the fair value of the land and 
building concerned. The decision is one of 28 
covered in the July issue of ZONING DIGEST. 

Other decisions of major importance are 
also reviewed in the issue. In one case, a 
swimming club was permitted in a residence dis- 
trict. In another, row houses were prohibited 
in a single-family area. There are others affect- 
ing & parochial school and a church in residence 
districts. In one decision covered, the court 
held that a city councilman may not appeal from 
& ruling of the board of appeals. North Caro- 
lina's peculiar zoning statute, which requires 
the rezoning of property for commercial purposes 
at an intersection when two or more corners are 
already zoned for commerce, is reviewed. 

ZONING DIGEST subscription rates are avail- 
able upon request to ASPO. 
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CHICAGO SETS UP PLANNING DEPARTMENT 


Chicago's city council in July approved an 
ordinance setting up a department of city planning 
and reducing the size of the city plan commission 
from 34 to 15 members. The law goes into effect 
January 1, 1957. 

The planning staff, now under the jurisdiction 
of the plan commission, will come under the super- 
vision of & commissioner of city planning, to be 
appointed by the mayor. The commission will act 
only in an advisory capacity to the new department. 

The 15-member plan commission will be made up 
of nine citizens to be appointed by the mayor, and 
of six city officials: the mayor, the president of 
the board of local improvements, the commissioner 
of city planning, and the chairmen of three city 
council committees -- finance, buildings and zoning, 
and planning and housing. Appointed members can 
hold no other public office. 

Among other duties, the commissioner of planning 
will be responsible for coordinating the development 
of a long-range capital improvement program for the 
city. He will serve as chairman of a capital improve- 
ments committee, to be appointed by the mayor, which 
will be made up of departmental officers and rep- 
resentatives of agencies created by the city council. 
The commissioner and his staff will also mintain 
the comprehensive plan for the city, coordinate 


’ physical improvement projects, keep the zoning ord- 


inance under review, and represent the city in 
planning relationships with other governmental units 
in the metropolitan area. 

The new law also requires that proposals affect- 
ing the comprehensive general plan for the city be 
submitted in writing to the planning commissioner 
and to the plan commission for recommendation before 
the city council can act on them. 

Five divisions will make up the new department: 
general plan, capital improvement program, zoning, 
research, and coordination. 


PLANNING EDUCATION NEWS 


University of Alabama 

A two-day "Building Better Cities" conference 
will be held at the University of Alabame November 
16 and 17. Representatives of government, industry, 
and business will be the speakers. 

City officials, planners, engineers, lawyers, 
architects, real estate agents, and others inter- 
ested in city planning will be invited. Registration 
fee will be $15, which will include two luncheons 
and @ banquet. 

The conference will be sponsored by the univer- 
sity with the cooperation of the Alabama State 
Planning and Industrial Development Board as a part 
of the university's 125th anniversary. 


University of Sydney 

A course leading to a master's degree in town 
and country planning will be initiated in March at 
the University of Sydney, Australia. Previously 
the university has offered only sufficient planning 
training to obtain a diploma in the subject. The 
diploma course will still be available. 


PERSONALS 


SOL ACKERMAN, program analyst with the Chicago Land 
Clearance Commission, has been appointed urban re- 
newal coordinator in Milwaukee. 


CHARLES E. AGUAR has been appointed executive di- 
rector of the Springfield, Illinois city plan con- 
mission. He was formerly with the St. Louis city 
plan commission. 


RICHARD S. ALLIS has been promoted from assistant 
city planner to senior city planner on the staff of 
the Cincinnati city planning commission. 


EDMUND T. AMES, site planner and landscape architect 
in Dallas, has been named assistant planner in 
Kitimat, British Columbia, Canada. 


SYDNEY CARTER, formerly executive director, city- 
county planning and zoning commission, Augusta, 
Georgia, has entered private practice as a consultant 
in cammunity and site planning, with offices at 
623 Greene Street, Augusta. 


JOHN M. CRANE, formerly director of the Metropolitan 
Area Planning Camission of Pulaski County, Arkansas, 
is now with Harland Bartholomew and Associates, 
planning consultants. 


LOUIS P. DOLBEARE, formerly with the Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania planning commission and more recently 
doing consulting work in the Baltimore and Phila- 
delphia areas, and MARY CUSHING NILES were married 
July 1. Mrs. Dolbeare, who was assistant director 
of the Citizens' Planning and Housing Association 
of Baltimore, has been appointed executive secretary 
of the Philadelphia Housing Association. 


DR. IBRAHIM ELSAMMAK, professor of city planning 
at Alexandria University in Alexandria, Egypt, has 
been named city planner for Moultrie, Georgia. 


STUART EURMAN has been appointed executive director 
of the Inter-County Regional Planning Commission, 
Denver. He had been acting director. Other new staff 
appointments include: WILLIAM W. JOHNSTON, formerly 
with the department of planning in Saginaw, Michigan, 
and ROBERT J. WERNER, formerly with the Detroit city 
planning commission, both city planner III; NORTON 
KENT, formerly with Harman, O'Donnell and Henninger, 
Planning consultants, city planner II; and JOHN 
YOUNGER of the Denver building inspector's office, 
city planner I. 


NORMAN J. GORDON, who has been principal city planner 
with the Cincinnati city planning commission, has 
resigned to devote full time to private business. 


WILLIAM J. HOULIHAN has been appointed executive 
director of the redevelopment agency in Naugatuck, 
Connecticut. He was formerly acting administrator 
of urban redevelopment with the Somerville, Massa- 
chusetts housing authority. 


The Kentucky Agricultural and Industrial Develop- 
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ment Board is now called the Kentucky Department of 
Economic Development. GEORGE W. HUBLEY, Jr., who 
has been executive director of the A&ID board, ig 
serving as commissioner of the new department, 
WALTER L. SHOUSE is director of the division of 
planning and zoning. He was formerly assistant 
chief of the division. 


LEROY L, LITTLE, formerly director of the Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania planning commission has joined 
the staff of the Allegheny County planning commis. 
sion as assistant director. 


EDWARD C. MOORE, formerly secretary of the Toledo 
Housing Improvement and Urban Renewal Commission, 
has been appointed director of the Lower Merion 
Township Planning Commission, Ardmore, Pennsylvania, 


ORON B. OVERTON, JR., has been appointed assistant 
planner in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. He was formerly 
senior planner with the Norfolk planning commission, 


ROBERT F. ROWLAND has resigned as deputy director 
of the Providence Redevelopment Agency to join the 
planning consultant firm of Planning and Renewal 
Associates, with offices at 83 Elliot Street, Can- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 


SAYED SAEED-USH SHAFI, assistant planner with the 
Detroit Metropolitan Area Regional Planning Con- 
mission, has been appointed planning officer for 
Delhi, India. 


NANCY SETRIGHT, assistant planning engineer, Upper 


Montgomery County, Maryland Planning Commission, 
has joined the staff of the National Capitol Region- 
&l1 Planning Council in Washington, D. C. 


The Tennessee State Planning Commission reports the 
promotion of DIXON NORTHCUTT, HENRY MORSE, WILLIAM 
WELCH, DeWITT McGEE, JR., and ROBERT WILKINSON to 
senior area planners in its area offices. New 
appointments include VERNON R. STUEBING, JR., JAMES 
H. DODD, ALAN D. GOODWIN, and SIDNEY F. THOMAS as 
senior area planners. OTIS TRIMBLE has been nami 
senior project planner. 


EDSON L. TENNYSON has been appointed transit opera- 
tions engineer for the city of Philadelphia. He 


was formerly traction commissioner in Youngstowm, 
Ohio. 


FRANCIS VIOLICH, Department of City and Regional 
Planning, University of California, will be on sab- 
batical leave for the fall semester om a field study 
of urbanization trends in relation to urban planning 
in Latin America. GREGORY BASSETT, planning con- 
sultant, will serve as lecturer in his place. 


T. LOWDEN WINGO, JR., has resigned as planning di- 
rector in El Paso, Texas to accept a fellowship at 
Harvard University. 


DANIEL ZIEGLER, graduate of the School of City De- 


sign, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, has been 4p- 
pointed to the position of engineer I in Agana, Guam. 


ASPO Newsletter 











PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
who Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 


is 











Building Line. County Cannot Restrain Construction 
Within Surveyed Area. 

Hammon v. Wichita County, Court of Civil Ap- 
peals of Texas, May 4, 1956, reh. den. June 1, 
1956, 290 S.W.2d 545+ 

Wichita county obtained a temporary injunction 
enjoining the building of an oil well within the 
line of a proposed highway. According to the county, 
a bond issue had been voted for the purpose of ac- 
quiring the right-of-way for an improved highway 
system. The highway department had mapped the pro- 
posed routes. Part of the proposed construction 
passed through a parcel of property that had been 
used for oil drilling. 

The highway department staked out the pro- 
posed right-of-way through the parcel so as to 
miss the existing wells. Hammon had, however, 
commenced a new well on the site within the right- 
of-way 4s planned by the highway department. The 
lower court issued 4& temporary restraining order 
prohibiting the drilling of the well within the 
right-of-way. This was reversed by the court of 
civil appeals, which said, "Wichita County has no 
right to destroy appellant's property prior to the 
lawful appropriation thereof by paying or securing 
the payment of compensation. Conversely, the county 
has no right to restrain the appellant from making 
lawful use of his property prior to a legal taking 
thereof by the county." 
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Subdivision: Tentative Approval Need Not Be Given. 
Lot Sizes Determined by Zoning and Subdivision 
Regulations. 

Board of County Commissioners of Baltimore 
County ve Oxford Development Company, Court of Ap- 
peals of Maryland, March 15, 1956, 121 A.2d 239. 

Suit was brought against the comty commissioners 
and the planning commission of Baltimore county for 
awrit of mandamus commanding them to process and 
tentatively approve a subdivision plat within the 
county consisting of approximately 48 acres. It 
was contended that the planning commission had refused 
to take any positive action for approval of the 
plat. The details of the various pleas and demurrers 
will fot be given. The county commissioners and 
the planning commission filed an answer, saying 
that tentative approval had been withheld because 
the lot areas in the proposed development conflict 
with the minimum areas required by the planning 
comission for the section of the county in which 
the land contained in the proposed development is 
located. 

Apparently a poor record was made because the 
court of appeals, in reversing the circuit court, 
which had directed approval of the tentative plat, 
said that it could find nothing in the record that 
requires the issuance of a certificate of tentative 
approval of a subdivision plat. "If there is any 
such requirement in the Baltimore County regulations, 
it has not been made a part of the record and is 
not before us. . . ." The court said "it is a firmly 
established rule that the petitioner in mandamus 
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proceedings must show both a clear legal right to 
which he is entitled and an imperative duty on the 
part of the respondent. ... 

The court did not pass upon the issue of whether 
planning regulations requiring a minimum lot area 
have to be consistent with zoning regulations on 
the same subject. 


Subdivision Must Be Approved or Disapproved within 
Statutory Period. 

Sandlin v. Goldstein, Supreme Court of Alabama, 
May 24, 1956, 87 S.2d 861. 

Appellant on July 7, 1955 filed a petition 
against the pisnning commission of Huntsville seek- 
ing writ of mandamus, which would order the approval 
of a subdivision plat. The plat was presented on 
March 3, 1955. A public hearing was held on April 
7, 1955. On July 2, plaintiff demanded that the 
planning commission issue a certificate of approval, 
but the planning commission refused to take action, 
holding that the statute required the development 
of an over-all city plan and platting rules and 
regulations. 

The statute provides: "The planning commission 
shall approve or disapprove a plat within 30 days 
after the submission thereof to it; otherwise such 
plat shall be deemed to have been approved, and a 
certificate to that effect shall be issued by the 
commission on demand... ." 

The Supreme Court held that the petition showed 
a clear legal right in petitioner. The court pointed 
out that the planning commission could have dis- 
approved the plat if it had so desired. 





1955 Kansas Urban Renewal Law Held Constitutional. 

State of Kansas v. Urban Renewal Agency of Kan- 
sas City, Supreme Court of Kansas, April 28, 1956, 
296 P.2d 656. 

This suit was brought to test the constitution- 
ality of the Kansas urban renewal law of 1955. The 
law is limited to cities having a population of more 
than 75,000, and thus affects Wichita, Kansas City, 
and Topeka. 

It was contended that the population limita- 
tion constitutes special legislation prohibited by 
the constitution. The court refused to accept 
this contention. It was further contended that the 
act is unconstitutional because it authorizes the 
city to acquire land through the exercise of emi- 
nent domain for a private use, as distinguished from 
& public use. The court held that the phrase "pub- 
lic use" must be given broad interpretation and 
that the removal of slums in blighted areas was 
@ public use. The court said, "The mere fact that 
through the ultimate operation of the law the pos- 
sibility exists that some individual or private 
corporation might make a profit does not, in and 
of itself, divest the act of its public use and 
purpose... . 

The court also refused to accept the contention 
that the act constitutes an unlawful delegation of 
legislative powers. 
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Publications listed on this page are available from 
the publishers; not from ASPO. They represent only a 
fraction of the more than 600 that ASPO gets monthly. 


THE STATES AND THE METROPOLITAN PROBLEM. Council 
of State Governments, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago 
37; Frank Bane, Executive Director. 1956. 153 
pp., tables. $2.50, paper bound; $3, cloth bound. 

A well-prepared analysis of the several methods 
suggested and in use for metropolitan government. 
The author sees federation, urban county, and multi- 
purpose special districts as the most promising 
solutions. Has a suggested course of action for 
states to pursue in assisting in the solution of 
metropolitan problems. Relatively little is said 
about the place of planning in solution of metro- 
politan problems. (DOH) 


THE CHANGING SHAPE OF METROPOLITAN AMERICA: 
centration Since 1920. By Amos H. Hawley. The Free 
Press, Glencoe, Illinois. 1956. 177 pp., illus. $4. 

An interesting analysis of the redistribution 
of population in and about metropolitan centers 
since 1900. 


Decon- 


AMERICAN ARCHITECTS' DIRECTORY. George S. Koyl, 
Editor. R. R. Bowker Company, 62 West 45th Street, 
New York 19. 1956. 723 pp. $20. 

A biographical dictionary, covering primrily 
members of the American Institute of Architects, but 
containing sketches of distinguished nonmembers of 
the profession. Alse lists winners of the several 
awards and honors given by the AIA. A valuable 
reference work. (DOH) 


OUTBOARD MARINAS. 23 pp., illus. PRIVATE BOAT- 
HOUSES AND DOCKS. 15 pp., illus. SMALL BOAT EAUNCH- 
ING RAMPS, DOCKS AND PIERS. 19 pp., illus. 1956. 
Outboard Boating Club of America, 307 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago l. 

Three pamphlets that will be valuable as ref- 
erences in those cities experiencing the rapid growth 
of outboard boating as a recreation. 


MEDICAL FACILITIES SURVEY AND PLAN, 1954-1955. 
Maryland State Planning Commission, 100 Equitable 
Building, Baltimore 23 I. Alvin Pasarew, Director. 
1956. 2kepp., tables. $1. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND OHIO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CLINIC. Ohio Chamber of Commerce, 820 Huntington 
Bank Building, Columbus 15; Albert E. Redman, Director 
of Industrial Development. 1956. 89pp. $5. 


EMPLOYMENT CHANGES IN NEW YORK CITY -- April 1956 


Bulletin. New York Department of City Planning, 
27th Floor, Municipal Building, New York; James 
Felt, Chairman. 14 pp., mp, charts, tables. 


POPULATION GROWTH. Portland City Planning Commis- 
sion, 411 City Hall, Portland 4, Oregon; Lloyd T. 
Keefe, Planning Director. 1956. 31 pp., maps, 
charts, tables. $1. 
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PREPARING YOUR CITY FOR THE FUTURE -- How to Mak 
an Economic Study of Your Community. Technig¢ 
Bulletin No. 29, Urban Land Institute, 1200 18% 
Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.3 Max S. Wehrly, 
Director. 1956. 27 pp., tables. $2.50. 

A not-too-technical description of the neg 
for economic base studies and how to make the, 
Contains brief summaries of several studies and 
bibliography. 


PROVISIONS OF HOUSING CODES IN VARIOUS AMERICA 
CITIES. Urban Renewal Administration, Housing ay 
Home Finance Agency, Washington 25, D. C. Avail. 
able from Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Gover. 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 19%, 
31 pp. (1llxl5), tables. 75 cents. 


OFF STREET PARKING AND LOADING IN THE DISTRICT g 
COWUMBIA. Washington Zoning Revision Office, Distrié 
Building, 14th and E Streets, Washington, 
George S. Gatter, Resident Representative. 

M. Lewis, Consultant. 1956. 70 pp., illus. 


PROPOSED PUBLIC SANITARY SEWER PROGRAM FOR TH 
NASHVILLE METROPOLITAN AREA. City Planning Commis. 
Bion, 305 City Office Building, Second Avenue South 
and Lindsley Avenue; Irving Hand, Director of Plam 
and Research. 1956. 95 pp., maps, charts, tables, 


A BILL OF SIGHTS. Planning Board, City Hall, Eliza. 
beth, New Jersey; Ralph V. Mancini, Chairman. Comm. 
nity Housing & Planning Associates, Consultants, 
1956. 85 pp., maps, charts, tables. $5. 

A master plan report. 


A GENERAL PLAN FOR BERRYESSA -- A Commmity Chooses 

Between Farm and City. Santa Clara County Planniy 

Commission, First and Rosa Streets, San Jose, Cali- 

fornia; Karl J. Belser, Director. 1956. 40 pm. 
An unusually attractive presentation. 


LONG RANGE PLANS FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF GRAND RAPIDS, 
1956. 29 pp., maps. $5. WALKER TOWNSHIP PLAK 
FOR ITS FUTURE. 1956. Scott Bagby, Planning Ca- 
sultant, 320 East Fulton, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
30 pp., maps, tables. $5. 


TOWN OF QUINCY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. Quincy Plannin 
Commission, Box 236, City Hall, Quincy, Washingta; 
Merlyn G. Baldwin, Chairman. Available from Ruth 
Wall, Town Clerk, Quincy. M. R. Wolfe, Consultant. 
1956. 6&7 pp., illus., maps, tables. $3. 


CITY CENTER STUDY, BURLINGTON, VERMONT. 1956. 16 
pp-, maps. $2.50. URBAN RENEWAL, BURLINGTON. 195%. 
28 pp. REGIONAL PLANNING, BURLINGTON. 1956. 9 pm 


Northeast Planning Associates, Charlotte, Vermont. § 


A GUIDE FOR DEVELOPMENT -- URANIUM CITY AND DISTRICT. 
Community Planning Branch, Department of Municipal 
Affairs, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada; Murray Zides, 
Director. 1956. 74 pp., maps, tables. Izumi ani 
Arnott, Consultants. 
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